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Hello Tribal Members and Friends, 
 
Contemporary Voices of the Duwamish Tribe, a new exhibit at the 
Duwamish Longhouse and Cultural Center, will run from October 8th 
through the end of December. 
 
Opening reception:  October 8th, 6:00 – 9:00, at the Longhouse. 
 
A Photo-Narrative by Documentary Photographer Joanne Petrina about the 
Duwamish Tribe combines fine art images with the individual voices of 
selected tribal members. Joanne has been photographing and interviewing 
subjects for the last two years, creating a present day archive of the 
Duwamish Tribe, hoping to lend visibility as the Tribe celebrates the 
opening of their new Longhouse and Cultural Center. The written narratives 
are rooted in history, but tell more about what is going on with the Tribe 
today. From the children to Tribal elders, there are stories about preservation 
of culture, tribal identity, the revival of the canoe journey and the ongoing 
battle to be formally recognized as a tribe by the United States government.  
 
The stories and images that have emerged from this project present an 
intimate look at the Duwamish Tribe at this time in their long history and 
how they project themselves into the future.  The exhibit will hopefully raise 
awareness and provide inspiration for all to participate.  The show has been 
on display at the Maleng Corridor at Harborview Medical Center prior to 
opening at the Duwamish Longhouse and Cultural Center. 
 



 
 
Joanne accompanied tribal chair Cecile Hansen to Washington DC in July 
when she went to testify on a bill in the House Natural Resources 
Committee.  HR 2678 was introduced by Representative Jim McDermott to 
have the Duwamish Tribe recognized by the US government and deliver on 
treaty rights that have been denied them for the last one hundred and fifty 
years.  Some of JoanneÕs images were displayed on a large monitor during 
Chair HansenÕs testimony which added to the impact of CecileÕs strong and 
emotional words.  
 
MESSAGE FROM TRIBAL CHAIR, CECILE HANSEN:   Tribal members are encouraged to attend activities at 
the Longhouse.  It was the membership that indicated a place was needed to call our own and now that we have 
it, it’s important to visit the Longhouse and attend the activities.  It took a lot of work and money to build our new 
home, now we need to use it. 
 
As Tribal Chair, I attended the Affiliated Tribes Conference which was being held in Tacoma.  It was clear that 
recognized tribes promote tribal bonds, protect treaty rights and share good fortunes but not for landless tribes.  
The Affiliated Tribes and National Congress of Indians need to support landless tribes in our pursuit for 
recognition.  Some connections were made for support of our bill in Congress, HR 2678, Duwamish Tribal 
Restoration Act. 
 
Tribal members are encouraged to write their elected officials for support of HR 2678.  Be bold and persistent.  I 
truly believe our Tribe is at the last ditch effort for tribal justice and rightful status for Duwamish.  The bill currently 
is still in the House Natural Resources Committee.  Meanwhile, regarding the lawsuit:  There currently is no new 
information about the court case.   
 
Tribal fundraising continues.  A request for a grant for the legal fund was turned down; however the group did 
fund us for our beautiful Longhouse kitchen.  There will be information about our membership fundraising drive 
later in this newsletter.    By Cecile Hansen 
 
DUWAMISH TRIBAL COUNCIL:  In the Constitution and By-laws of the Duwamish Tribal Organization adopted 
in 1925, it is stated the Council “…shall direct the policy of the organization and be responsible for its 
management…”  Current members of the Tribal Council are (besides president and secretary): James 
Rasmussen, Kathie Zetterberg, Virginia Nelson, Deann Jacobson, and Mary Lou Slaughter. Council meetings are 
held the first Tuesday of each month at 6:00 pm at the Longhouse. 

 



WEBMASTER NEEDED:  Do you have skills to monitor, improve, and update the performance 
of existing Web sites?  Our tribal website needs updating and needs to be maintained on a 
regular basis.  It is a means of communication to our membership and the public about what is 
happening at the Longhouse.  Please, if you have these skills, contact James Rasmussen, 
Longhouse Manager, at james@duwamishlonghouse.org or call him at 206 -431-1582. 
 
 
DTS MEMBERS NEEDED:  The Duwamish Tribe is seeking new people of the community 
and/or Tribe to join it’s nonprofit board, Duwamish Tribal Services, to serve terms no less than 
one year (term will expire at the Annual Meeting to be held in May of each year).  The 
Duwamish Tribal Services Board is a 501(c) 3 arm of the Duwamish Tribe whose main mission 
is to help to implement the business plan for the Longhouse and Cultural Center, help solicit 
funding for the operations and grant monitoring and outreach. 
 
The DTS Board has been in existence since 1983 and has achieved considerable success, 
growth and change since this time.  Ideally, board members should be committed to the 
mission of the Duwamish Tribe and have professional experience in one or more of the above 
areas.  It would also serve the board member to have knowledge of local community groups 
that support the Duwamish people and have the willingness to generate support in Indian 
Country and the City of Seattle (and surrounding areas) in support of the mission of the 
Duwamish Tribe and its activities. 
 
The Board will meet once a month on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m.  This is a 
volunteer position and board members may be required to meet for other meetings as needs 
dictate.  The board will be subject to the Duwamish Tribal Council and will make 
recommendations that the council will oversee by majority vote. 
 
Please send your name and/or names of nominees for individuals to Cecile Hansen, Board 
Chair, to dts@qwestoffice.net or by phone to (206)431-1582.  Thank you. 
 
Current members of the DTS Board :  Cecile Hansen, President, James Rasmussen, 
Vice-President, Cindy Williams, Secretary, Louise Jones-Brown, Treasurer, Paul Benz, Director, 
Ken Gordon, Director, Zoya Bahn, Director, Tom Speer, Director, Mike Evans, Director..                                                                                             
 
REPORT FR OM TRIBAL SECRETARY, CINDY WILLIAMS:     The Department of 
Commerce has granted the Duwamish Tribe as a sub-grantee under STOWW (Small Tribes of 
Western Washington) an EFAP or Emergency Food Assistance Program grant of $13,688 for 
July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2011.  The vouchers are for food only and range in amounts from $25 
to $55 and can be redeemed at Safeway.  The amount of your voucher is based on family size 
and each family must submit an application and not exceed income guidelines.  If interested, 
please contact Cindy at the tribal office to apply (206 -431-1582).   
 
The Duwamish Language and Dance Group (TÕilibshudub) meets every 2nd and 4th Saturday 
from 10 Ð 12 pm at the longhouse.  All are welcome to participate in traditional drumming, 
songs and dance in Lushootseed language instructed by Mike Evans, Snohomish Chair/elder. 
 



Please contact the tribal office either in writing or by e -mail ( dts@qwestoffice.net) with new 
addresses, phone, e-mail, births, deaths and marital status to the attention of Cindy, Tribal 
Secretary.  The tribal office address is 4705 W. Marginal Way S.W., Seattle, WA 98106. 
 
It is again time for the Duwamish Annual Support Appeal that is sent out to tribal members, 
community partners, pri vate donors and citizens.  The funds that are received from the appeal 
will be used for daily operations of the tribe which include salaries, maintenance and utilities 
such as phone and internet.  This year the appeal is made for annual expenses beginning in 
January 2010.  An update letter about operations will be sent out shortly along with a self-
addressed envelope.  Please give generously and thank you in advance for your support. 

 
TRIBAL MEMBERSHIP:   Membership in the Duwamish Tribe is based on descent.  One 
must be able to prove they are the descendent of a full-blooded Duwamish Indian.  An 
application is submitted to the tribal secretary and further documentation as determined on a 
case-by-case basis.  The member is voted on by the tribal members at an annual meeting 
(usually in May)  and must be present.  The practice of waiting until annual meetings to vote on 
new members was developed at a previous council and has been continued.  In the event of a 
hardship, one can send a letter to the tribal secretary requesting membership be voted on by 
the council instead of waiting for an annual meeting.  This has been approved in the event of 
distance or illness.  Any questions about tribal membership can be sent to the tribal secretary. 
 

 
 
HAVE YOU PAID YOUR AN NUAL DUES?    Annual dues are $5.00 per adult and $2.00 
per child.  With the annual appeal for donations about to begin, this would be a good time to 
pay your dues and add your annual contribution for operating expenses.  (Include a note what 
amount of the total is for your dues.)  It is a good time, as Fall sets in, to think about our 
pledges to one another.  We worked hard to achieve our dream of a Longhouse to call home 
and remember our ancestors.  As we gather in the warmth of our achievements, we need to 
think about the future .  Send your donations to the tribal office, Duwamish Tribe, 4705 W. 
Marginal Way. SW, Seattle, WA 98106.   And put an upcoming event on your calendar and 
show support by attending. 



 
WASHINGTON STATE INDIAN CHILD WELFARE ACT:   The Washington State Indian 
Child Welfare Act is a proposal set to go to the legislature in January 2010.  The legislation 
allows services to be given to Indian children from unrecognized tribes as they are currently.  
In the definition of Indian Child it inclu des a child from a tribe that is part of an Indian 
Organization recognized by the State.  That would be like STOWW (Small Tribes of Western 
Washington) .  Therefore, children from the Duwamish Tribe would have the same protections 
as they currently have, services but no court protection .  Duwamish member, Edie Nelson, has 
been participating in conference calls regarding the formation of this legislation, appealing 
regularly to include representation for children from unrecognized tribes.  The way the bill 
looks is about the best itÕs going to get.  If anyone wants to see a draft of the legislation, contact 
Edie at edieloyernelson@msn.com.   
 

LONGHOUSE EVENTS 
Longhouse Hours:  

Monday - Saturday 10AM - 5PM 
Closed Sundays 

 
James Rasmussen  
Longhouse Director 

Longhouse and Cultural Center  
Phone: (206) 369-7204 

Email: james@duwamishlonghouse.org 
 

Duwamish Tribal Council Meetings:  First Tuesday of each month, 6:00 pm.  Please 
call secretary Cindy Williams if planning to attend. (for preparation of hand-outs, etc.) 
 
Duwamish Tribal Services Board:  Third Tuesday of each month at 6:00 pm.  Please 
call Secretary Cindy Williams if planning to attend. (same as above) 
 
Duwamish Gala Committee:  Meets the 2nd and 4th Sat., 9 am, of each 
month.  Everyone welcome to help plan the annual GALA, our main 
fundraiser of the year. 
 
DUWAMISH YOUTH TALKING CIRCLE:    Dates in October include 10/14, 10/21, and 10/28.  
Simple supper included.  Open to native and non-native youth. 
 
 
T’ilibshudub (Duwamish Language and Dance Group):  2nd and 4th Saturday of each month 
from 10 Ð 12 pm.  All are welcome.  Drumming, dance and songs in Lushootseed language. 
 
Oct. 8th - Contemporary Voices of the Duwamish Tribe, a new exhibit 
will run from October 8th through the end of December.  Opening reception:  
October 8th, 6:00 Ð 9:00, at the Longhouse. 



 
Nov. 13 & 14 – PRINCESS ANGELINE – the film:  On the 13th, doors open at 6, show at 7; on the 
14th doors open at noon, film at 1:00.  Produced by Sandy Osawa, this final version of the film explores 
what historical events led to Princess Angeline being one of the few Duwamish people left in Seattle by 
the 1890Õs, only 35 years after the peace treaty? This video explores the story of the Duwamish and their 
unrecognized tribal status primarily through the life of Princess Angeline.  Sandy and Yasu Osawa will 
be present to discuss the making of the film. 
 
Nov. 20 & 21 – Legends and Lyrics:   A two day artist workshop for traditional native story tellers and 
younger native hip hop artists.  A collaboration of new and old styles of story telling with two 
performances; a workshop performance Friday 11/20 and final performance 11/21.  Our answer to 
ÒthanksgivingÓÕÕÉshould be a very powerful night.  Roger Fernandes, well-known Northwest Native 
storyteller and his son, Anthony Rodriquez will lead this event. 
 
Dec. 5th & 6th – NATIVE HOLIDAY GIFT FAIR:  Our first gift fair in the Longhouse.  This will be a 
chance to do your holiday gift shopping and help the Tribe.  There are already several artists who plan to 
participate.  Artists and vendors will pay $25 for a booth/space and 10% of the dayÕs profits will be 
donated to the Tribe.  The public will be welcome and there will be no admission charge to shop.  Tribal 
members, please plan to help with publicity. 
 
Jan. 9th, 2010 – Duwamish Longhouse First Anniversary Celebration:  12 pm Ð 5 pm.  Guests will 
include tribal members, friends, and the community.  More information will be coming out about this. 
 
Feb. 11th – “Duwamish 101 – The Real History of the City of Seattle”:  Historians Lorraine 
McConaghy, David Buerge and Tom Speer will help tell the story of the history of Seattle from the 
perspective of the Duwamish Tribe.  More information will be coming out on this. 
 
And one moreÉa community event: 
Science, History & Culture - Cattails of Mercer Slough Event  - Free. 
This community event brings the science, history and culture of Cattails to life for the whole 
family. Adults can enjoy a lecture by Duwamish Tribal Services that will look at the historic 
significance and uses of Cattails for Native Americans, while kids get up close and personal 
with Cattails using video microscopes.  Later, the whole family can choose to join a Park 
Ranger to learn about Cattail habitat and historic trading routes, or learn how to weave 
Cattail mats with Duwamish artists. This event is a collaboration between the City of 
Bellevue, Duwamish Tribal Services, Eastside Heritage Center and Pacific Science Center. 
When: Saturday, November 7, 10:00am - 1:00pm Where: Mercer Slough Environmental 
Education Center 10:00-11:30am Adult lecture and Kids workshop 11:30am-12:15pm & 
12:15-1:00pm Park Ranger walk and Mat weaving 
 
The Duwamish Tribal Council has made this communication official.  It will be a quarterly newsletter (January, April, July, 
and Oct.) sent electronically to members and friends.  For those without access to a computer, it will be mailed via US Postal 
Service.  If you have feedback and/or suggestions for future content, please contact Edie Nelson, edieloyernelson@msn.com 
or at 19544 15th Ave NW, Shoreline, WA 98177.  If you want to be removed from the mailing list or have someone to add to 
the list, please contact our Tribal Secretary, Cindy Williams at dts@qwestoffice.net or 4705 W. Marginal Way SW, Seattle, 
WA 98106.  If you are receiving this via US Mail and want to contribute to the mailing costs, donations are welcome.  They 
may be sent to Cindy Williams. 
 



 


